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CANBERRA CAMP YEARS 3-6 
 
Year 3-6 students from Merrijig Primary joined 
together with the students from Jamieson 
Primary in a tour of the national capital.  
Students were given the opportunity to 
participate in a variety of educational programs 
with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. 
 
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians 
being able to visit Canberra as part of their Civics and Citizenship education.  
To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian 
Government is contributing funding of $30 per student under the Parliament 
and Civics Education Rebate program towards these costs.  The rebate is paid 
directly to the school upon completion of the excursion. 

National Capital Exhibition 
 
On Monday the 18th of March Merrijig and Jamieson Primary went to the National Capital 
Exhibition in Canberra. We saw a big model of Canberra and it was so cool. We learnt a fair 
bit about Canberra. Tash was the girl that was guiding us and she told us all about the 
competition that was held to design Canberra.  Walter Burley 
Griffin and his wife Marion designed the winning entry.  
We watched a video about Canberra and then we made a model out 
of tiny orange houses, green trees, orange buildings and, last but not 
least, a grey weird building.    
It was a good start to camp because I learnt a lot about Canberra.                        
Quinn 
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Department of 
Education and Training 

Don’t forget 
we have two 
fundraisers 
going at the 
moment.  One 
for chocolates 
and the other 
for bulbs.  
Bulb orders 
should be 
back by next 
Wednesday at 
the latest. 
Ring Donna or 
Kim if you 
would like 
some 
chocolates. 
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Term 1 Important Dates 

1820 Mt Buller Road  
MERRIJIG  VIC  3722 

Phone: 03 57775559 
Fax: 03 57775688 
E-mail: merrijig.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PARENTS/FRIENDS 
 

Please remember to put your points at 
Marks’ IGA towards Merrijig PS 

FINANCE 
Parents with 
outstanding 
accounts are 
able to pay 

off your 
invoices 
through 

Bpay.  Our 
reference 
code is on 

your invoice. 

Friday April 5 Last day of Term One 

Friday April 19 GOOD FRIDAY.  No School 

Monday April 22 EASTER MONDAY.  No school 

Tuesday April 23 First day of school for Term 2.  Mrs Cousins on leave. 

Thursday April 25 ANZAC DAY.  Public holiday, no school. 

Wednesday May 8 Life Education Day at Merrijig 

Tues May 14-Thurs May 16 NAPLAN testing 

Thursday May 16 P/2 visit to ‘The Gruffalo’.  Benalla PAC 10.30am. 

SCHOOL 
FEES 
 
School 
fees for 
2019 are 
$200 per 
child.  
These are 
due now.  

A note to all parents 
 
As we have a child in our school who has an 
allergy to peanuts, ALL PEANUT PRODUCTS 
ARE BANNED AT THIS SCHOOL AND AT 
ANY SCHOOL FUNCTIONS. 

UEducate US 
On this site, you will find the school newsletters, 
permission slips and other announcements.  You can 
also enter your child’s   If you have any dramas, 
please don’t hesitate to come in and see me on a 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday (morning only).  
Cheers Sheena. 
 
YEAR 3-6 CANBERRA CAMP 
The cost per child is $400, which is payable asap.  
Where applicable, those with CSEF monies— this 
has been applied to the camp.  See Sheena if you 
wish to have a statement. 
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LIFE EDUCATION DAY 
 
WEDNESDAY MAY  8 
 
The students and staff of Jamieson 
Primary School will be joining us for 
this day.  Watch this space. 

PROPER FOOTWEAR—Can all parents 
please ensure that children wear proper foot-
wear during the summer months—not san-
dals thanks.  Forms are available from the 
office to order uniforms. 

SUN SMART SCHOOL—Merrijig is a 
Sun Smart School—meaning that wide 
brimmed hats must be worn in Terms 1 and 
4.  If your child doesn’t have a hat on a par-
ticular day, they must play in the shade or 
stay inside.  Hats are available from school 
for $8.00. 

The Trip to the Mint in Canberra 
On the first day of camp, we were still settling in. Then we hopped on the bus. Lochie was 
driving the Merrijig bus.  We went to the Mint - there was lots of money.  There was a 
special trick, when we went up the stairs the 5c coins in the stairs changed. It was amaz-
ing. 
We got to learn the history of coins, like how they used to cut coins to change the value of 
them.  We also found out that 50c coin used to be round, and there used to be 1 and 2 cent 

coins.  Before we learnt the history of coins, we watched a video about the Mint. We dis-
covered that there were three robots named Titan, Penny and another guy who is another 
robot. Titan carried one barrel of coins.   Penny carried two barrel of coins, and we don’t 

know what that other one does.                
Stella and Caleb 

The Telstra Tower  
 

The Telstra Tower in Canberra is a tall tower that sends internet 
all over Australia. At the Telstra Tower we went to the indoor 
part. We saw a lot of lights. It felt like we were on the top of the 
world! Then we went to the outdoor viewing point. It was so 
windy my eyes nearly blew out of my head! I had great fun at the 
Telstra Tower. 
 Atticus  
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Old Parliament House 
On Tuesday we went to the Old Parliament House. First, we watched a quick video then 
Rae, who was our tour guide, broke us up into five groups. There was the red group 
yellow group, green group, blue group and the purple group. 
I was in the red group with Quinn, Kirralee and four other people. We got a pencil and a 
note book. In the red group we did a 
crossword then we could go to any other 
activity, I did the purple and blue.  
Then we went to the Senate. The carpet was 
red. We sat down on the seat and it was 
comfortable. We watched another film then 
we did some voting. We could vote for Ms 
Peach, Ms Banana, Pf Apple or Mr Orange. 
We found out that Pf Apple won once our 
votes were redistributed!  
Once the voting was done we went to the park 
and had rolls and chips for lunch, yum!  
Kirra 

Parliament House 
 

On Thursday, Merrijig and Jamieson 
Primary Schools went to Parliament House 
in Canberra. Parliament House is huge! It 
was twice the size of the old parliament 
house. Parliament House had two 
buildings, the red building is the Senate and 
the green building is House of 
Representatives.  
The House of Representatives is where the 
law are debated. We got to see where the 
mace is, a gold coated club that was used to 
defend Parliament.  
Parliament House had a huge Lego set that 
was 3.6m wide and 2.4m tall. It had batman 

and Star Wars Lego figures in it. Parliament House was a great place to visit. 
Lincoln  

The Portrait Gallery 
At the gallery, we spit up into two groups. The grade fives and sixes had to do a 
collaboration piece of sketching.  Half of us didn’t know what that meant. It meant a group 
portrait.  We all had to do a bit of each other’s work. We sat in a circle around a ceramic 
head and had to draw what we could see and then we moved chairs and continued with 
someone else’s work.  We moved three times. It was a fun thing to do.  
We had a little wander around looking at and portraits everywhere and picking our 
favourite portrait. My favourite was a welded metal sculpture. 
Ruby 
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Questacon 
On the 21st of March, we went to Questacon… a magical, wonderful place of excitement 
and fun, well for some people like Nathan, Lincoln and Joshua who loved it. The first 
thing we did was go inside and see a robot named Robo-Q. Some people thought it was 
scary but others thought it was amazing. Next we went into a shop with a tour guide 
everything was really cool but gee was it expensive! I didn’t buy anything but a lot of 
people did. There was stuff there like T-shirts, books, models and much more. We spent 
about 5 minutes in there and moved onto level 7, which was the room that had the free 
fall. The free fall was a massive slide were you have to hang on a bar and hang for 3 
seconds before dropping onto the slide. You stayed in the air for about 2 seconds before 
dropping onto the slide. I didn’t do it though so I don’t know how to rate it.  Also in the 
room, there was a robot hockey machine thing were you can play with it but only a couple 
of people only got 1 score and the rest was the robot score. There was also a ribbon 
machine, which is where you put a ribbon in a vacuum and it will go up in the tubes and 
fly out the other side.  
We went into a giant elevator to floor 1. It was impressive because we went in on one side 
and came out the other side! The next floor was the floor with heaps of robots in it. I went 
past a robot stand, there were heaps of robot heads, and then there was a human head! It 
spooked me when he moved. He asked one of the children from our class to pretend that 
they were a robot.  Stella wanted to try but did not succeed everybody knew she wasn’t a 
robot! It was funny.  
The next room was the weather room and it was fun. I was making a tower, I walked 
away, and Leon said there was a cyclone and it wiped out my tower. The final floor was 
the free fall floor again we had fun and I played hockey 
with a robot it was so cool.  
I highly recommend going to Questacon it was amazing. 
Dakota 

The Tidbinbilla Deep Tracking Station 
We went to a really big space station near Canberra called 
Tidbinbilla Deep Tracking Station. It had the biggest space 
satellite tracker in the southern hemisphere.  
There was also a demonstration of the Mars Rover, 
Curiosity. They made a really funny game up where you 
get a picture and you have to describe the universe that the 
picture is showing. Then the information goes to NASA to 
help them decide what type of universe it looks like.  
My favourite part was the game because what you think is 
sent to NASA.   
Logan 

DINOSAUR MUSEUM 
We went to the Dinosaur Museum at night time, in the dark! The dinosaur museum was 
scary because the big red T Rex is huge and it looked like it was just about to eat us.  
In the dinosaur museum, there were some buttons to see a dinosaur move. We could touch 
some dinosaur bones, fossils and dinosaurs. There was a blue dinosaur that had white me-
dium sized bull horns and that was my favourite dinosaur in the museum. You have to 
dance in front of the blue dinosaur and it started dancing too, which was so funny.  
We went to the dinosaur shop where there were crystals too.  Lochie drove the bus back to 
the cabins and we went to sleep. It was such a fun day.    
Kirralee     
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Yarralumla 
Yarralumla is the home of the Governor General. It is big and white and was fancy. There 
were lots of chandeliers, they were made out of crystals. There was a drawer inside a 
drawer inside a drawer and there was a cupboard. 
We saw the living room, which was huge and the dining room. The table in the dining 
room was massive.  They had a sample place setting so we could imagine what the whole 
table would have looked 
like. 
We also saw the office, 
where he works and signs 
papers into laws. He had a 
special paperweight, 
which holds the papers 
safely. 
I LOVED IT! 
Trinity 

My Trip to the War Memorial 
At the war memorial, we were very excited. When 
we went in, we watched a short video then we 
split into groups. I was with Ruby, Quinn, Matilda 
and Trinity. We looked at all the artefacts and our 
tour-guide told us about them. I thought it was 
amazing.  
Then we went to the Discovery Zone where you 
could touch everything. The first place I went was 
in an actual helicopter from the Vietnam War! It 
was so cool. Then I went to the submarine and it 
smelt like wet socks, YUCK! You can also go in 
the trenches and into a home.  
I thought the War Memorial was one of the best 
things on camp. 
Joshua 

A big big thankyou 
to Lochie Cronin 
for driving the bus 
to Canberra for us.  
Hope you had fun. 
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Australian Institute of Sport 
We got to go to the AIS. We learned about what they do there, training Athletes for the 
Olympics. Then we were split into groups.  
My dad was in my group. We played a game of European hand ball. I was a guard for the 
goal. The person who was teaching us asked my dad if he would like to play, so he did! 
He was one of the goalkeepers.  
Afterwards, we swapped with the other group. We played basketball. I had a headache so 
I didn’t play. Then the other group came back and we started playing hockey.  
The AIS was a fun and 
great place to visit. 
Matilda  
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END OF TERM NEWS 
 
Finish time on Friday is 2.30pm.  Lunch will be from 1.30-2.30pm.  Students 
can be picked up from this time.  Buses will run one hour earlier. 
 
Best wishes for Mrs Cousins who is taking 
sabbatical leave in Term 2 and going 
outback.  Mrs Lois Brown will be replacing 
Andrea.   
 
Today we have had a visit from students 
from the Norwood Secondary College.  
They conducted sports sessions with the 
students, followed by a sausage sizzle 
lunch—so if your child didn’t eat their 
lunch—that’s why! 


